
 

Biography‌ ‌ 
Denyse‌‌Gawu-Mensah,‌‌also‌‌known‌‌as‌‌“Scorpio‌‌Eyes”‌‌is‌‌a‌‌passionate‌‌25-year-old‌‌female‌‌artist‌‌currently‌‌                           
living‌‌and‌‌working‌‌in‌‌Ghana.‌‌As‌‌a‌‌child‌‌she‌‌was‌‌often‌‌fascinated‌‌by‌‌design,‌‌shapes,‌‌colours,‌‌drawing‌‌and‌‌                                   
exploring‌ ‌things‌ ‌to‌ ‌satisfy‌ ‌her‌ ‌curiosity.‌ ‌After‌ ‌discovering‌ ‌her‌ ‌passion‌ ‌and‌ ‌love‌‌for‌‌art,‌‌she‌‌went‌‌on‌‌to‌‌                                   
study‌‌visual‌‌art‌‌in‌‌high‌‌school‌‌and‌‌communication‌‌design‌‌at‌‌the‌‌Kwame‌‌Nkrumah‌‌University‌‌of‌‌Science‌‌                               
and‌ ‌Technology.‌ ‌For‌ ‌her,‌ ‌art‌ ‌had‌ ‌become‌ ‌a‌ ‌lifestyle.‌ ‌ 

A‌‌natural‌‌born‌‌adventurer,‌‌she‌‌has‌‌a‌‌strong‌‌appreciation‌‌for‌‌nature‌‌and‌‌spends‌‌a‌‌lot‌‌of‌‌her‌‌time‌‌traveling,‌‌                                     
exploring‌ ‌and‌ ‌immersing‌ ‌herself‌ ‌in‌ ‌new‌‌experiences,‌‌lifestyles‌‌and‌‌cultures.‌‌Being‌‌an‌‌avid‌‌collector,‌‌as‌‌                             
she‌‌moves‌‌around,‌‌she‌‌finds‌‌herself‌‌gathering‌‌and‌‌recycling‌‌objects‌‌such‌‌as‌‌shells,‌‌glass‌‌artefacts,‌‌feathers‌‌                               
and‌ ‌more.‌ ‌These‌‌journeys,‌‌objects‌‌and‌‌experiences‌‌play‌‌an‌‌important‌‌role‌‌in‌‌her‌‌artistic‌‌process‌‌as‌‌they‌‌                                 
serve‌ ‌largely‌ ‌as‌ ‌inspiration‌ ‌for‌ ‌her.‌ ‌ 

When‌‌she‌‌isn’t‌‌out‌‌exploring,‌‌the‌‌artist’s‌‌wild‌‌imagination‌‌serves‌‌as‌‌the‌‌springboard‌‌for‌‌her‌‌creations.‌‌She‌‌                                 
often‌ ‌finds‌ ‌herself‌ ‌drifting‌ ‌away‌ ‌from‌ ‌reality‌ ‌and‌ ‌it’s‌ ‌routine,‌ ‌while‌ ‌going‌ ‌about‌ ‌her‌ ‌daily‌ ‌activities.‌‌                               
Describing‌‌her‌‌thought‌‌process,‌‌the‌‌artist‌‌says‌‌“Sometimes,‌‌it‌‌begins‌‌with‌‌a‌‌simple‌‌question‌‌I‌‌ask‌‌myself.‌‌                                 
For‌ ‌example,‌ ‌who‌ ‌is‌ ‌that‌ ‌woman?‌ ‌Why‌‌is‌‌she‌‌dressed‌‌like‌‌that?‌‌And‌‌then,‌‌my‌‌mind‌‌begins‌‌to‌‌thread‌‌a‌‌                                       
story‌ ‌from‌ ‌all‌ ‌the‌ ‌possible‌ ‌answers‌ ‌to‌ ‌these‌ ‌questions‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌most‌ ‌bizarre‌ ‌of‌ ‌ways.”‌‌ ‌  

The‌ ‌artist‌ ‌believes‌ ‌curiosity‌ ‌and‌ ‌wonder‌ ‌is‌ ‌what‌‌fuels‌‌her‌‌wild‌‌imagination.‌ ‌For‌‌her,‌‌her‌‌art‌‌pieces‌‌are‌‌                                   
nothing‌‌but‌‌visual‌‌expressions‌‌and‌‌manifestations‌‌of‌‌her‌‌inner‌‌thoughts‌‌and‌‌emotions.‌ ‌In‌‌the‌‌future,‌‌she‌‌                               
plans‌ ‌on‌ ‌creating‌ ‌physical‌ ‌spaces‌ ‌that‌ ‌mirror‌ ‌these‌ ‌imagined‌ ‌worlds,‌ ‌bringing‌ ‌her‌ ‌audience‌ ‌into‌‌                           
environments‌‌that‌‌only‌‌existed‌‌in‌‌her‌‌mind‌‌while‌‌pushing‌‌them‌‌to‌‌also‌‌use‌‌their‌‌imagination.‌‌She‌‌believes‌‌                                 
that‌ ‌imagination‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌ ‌tool‌ ‌necessary‌ ‌to‌ ‌creating‌ ‌and‌ ‌inventing‌ ‌the‌ ‌new.‌ ‌ 

Denyse‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌ ‌only‌ ‌female‌ ‌member‌‌of‌‌the‌‌“Asafo‌‌Black”‌‌art‌‌collective.‌‌Together‌‌they‌‌have‌‌participated‌‌                               
internationally‌ ‌in‌ ‌exhibitions‌ ‌like‌ ‌the‌ ‌Stellenbosch‌ ‌Triennale‌ ‌in‌ ‌South‌ ‌Africa‌ ‌and‌ ‌with‌ ‌their‌‌                         
“guerrilla-tactics‌ ‌interventions”‌ ‌have‌ ‌held‌ ‌their‌ ‌own‌ ‌self-funded‌ ‌exhibitions‌ ‌here‌ ‌in‌‌Ghana,‌‌such‌‌as‌‌the‌‌                           
“Why‌‌so‌‌serious?”‌‌exhibition‌‌at‌‌KNUST‌‌Fire‌‌station‌‌and‌‌“Truth‌‌or‌‌dare”‌‌at‌‌the‌‌Ghana‌‌National‌‌Theatre.‌‌                                 
She‌‌has‌‌also‌‌participated‌‌in‌‌events‌‌and‌‌exhibitions‌‌hosted‌‌by‌‌institutions‌‌such‌‌as‌‌the‌‌2020‌‌Ake‌‌Arts‌‌and‌‌                                   
Book‌ ‌festival‌‌hosted‌‌in‌‌Nigeria‌‌and‌‌the‌‌launch‌‌of‌‌Moon‌‌Girls‌‌at‌‌the‌‌Kuenyehia‌‌Trust‌‌for‌‌Contemporary‌‌                                 
Art.‌ ‌ 

As‌‌a‌‌firm‌‌believer‌‌that‌‌the‌‌youth‌‌is‌‌the‌‌future,‌‌and‌‌inspired‌‌by‌‌her‌‌time‌‌teaching‌‌creative‌‌arts‌‌in‌‌Takoradi,‌‌                                       
one‌ ‌of‌ ‌her‌ ‌goals‌ ‌is‌‌to‌‌put‌‌together‌‌a‌‌private‌‌art‌‌project‌‌centered‌‌on‌‌nurturing‌‌young‌‌creatives‌‌in‌‌Ghana.‌‌                                     
For‌ ‌her,‌ ‌being‌ ‌able‌ ‌to‌ ‌help‌ ‌foster‌ ‌and‌ ‌grow‌ ‌these‌ ‌talents‌ ‌is‌ ‌her‌ ‌own‌ ‌contribution‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌local‌ ‌art‌‌                                     
community.‌‌Currently,‌‌she‌‌is‌‌working‌‌on‌‌an‌‌exciting‌‌new‌‌project‌‌that‌‌revisits‌‌and‌‌researches‌‌the‌‌past‌‌of‌‌a‌‌                                   
Ghanaian‌‌culture.‌‌She‌‌looks‌‌at‌‌this‌‌project‌‌as‌‌a‌‌creative‌‌way‌‌of‌‌archiving‌‌these‌‌almost‌‌forgotten‌‌lifestyles‌‌                                 
in‌ ‌a‌ ‌particular‌ ‌time‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Ghanaian‌ ‌community.‌ ‌The‌ ‌artist‌ ‌is‌ ‌also‌ ‌looking‌ ‌forward‌ ‌to‌ ‌exploring‌ ‌her‌‌                                 
interest‌ ‌in‌ ‌spatial‌ ‌design‌ ‌with‌ ‌hopes‌ ‌of‌ ‌transforming‌ ‌spaces‌ ‌and‌ ‌making‌ ‌an‌ ‌impact‌ ‌with‌ ‌her‌ ‌unique‌‌                               
perspective.‌ ‌ 


